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Woolacombe was recorded in the Domesday Book as Wolnecoma, literally meaning “Wolves Valley.”  At 
the time, the valley was presumably covered in thick woods where wolves could be found.  It had a 
recorded population of 20 households in 1086, listed under 2 owners:  William the Goat – and – Theobald 
son of Berner. The page on the right is a scan of the actual Domesday book and the Wolnecoma entry is  
expanded below with the mediaeval text translated and transcribed into modern text:

Woolacombe
In the Domesday Book
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Woolacombe Beach, Devon
– Voted Best Beach in Britain  and the 13th Best Beach in the World –
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Woolcombe was recorded in the Domesday Book in the Hundred of Yetminster in the country of Dorset. It 
had a recorded population of 15 households in 1086, under the ownership of  William Eu (see below.) It 
remains and is one of many Woolcombe or Wolcombe farms, Woods and Villages in the West Country.

Woolcombe
In the Domesday Book
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https://www.woollcombe.co.uk/family-tree/1/william-woollcombe
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St Mary’s Church
Ashbury
Devon
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A S H B U R Y 

C H U R C H
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HARRY WOOLLCOMBE 
Bishop of Whitby – Later Bishop of Selby
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Carol Woollcombe
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Canada
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Honesty    Virtue    Courtesy
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Hemerdon
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KENNETH JOHN WOOLLCOMBE 
Bishop of Oxford
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Lt. George  Woollcombe
Commander, The Glendower 

– West Africa Squadron –
Between 1807 and 1860, the West 

Africa Squadron seized approximately 
1,600 ships involved in the slave trade 
and freed 150,000 Africans who were 

aboard these vessels.
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Ben Woollcombe
42



Geoff Woollcombe
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Robert  Woollcombe
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Hemerdon
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Sue Woollcombe
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Donnetta  Woollcombe
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?? QUESTIONS ??
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